Sermon Notes — December 14, 2025
3rd Sunday of Advent

John 3 16 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have
eternal life. 17 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world,
but to save the world through him. 18 “There is no judgment against
anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does not believe in him
has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.

James 2 14 What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you
have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save
anyone? 15 Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or
clothing, 16 and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm
and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing.
What good does that do? 17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough.
Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless. 18 Now someone
may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But I say,
“How can you show me your faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will
show you my faith by my good deeds.” 19 You say you have faith, for
you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons
believe this, and they tremble in terror. 20 How foolish! Can’t you see
that faith without good deeds is useless?

1 John 2 3 And we can be sure that we know him if we obey his
commandments. 4 If someone claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey
God’s commandments, that person is a liar and is not living in the truth.
5 But those who obey God’s word truly show how completely they love
him. That is how we know we are living in him. 6 Those who say they
live in God should live their lives as Jesus did.

James 1 22 But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it
says. Otherwise, you are only fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to



the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror. 24
You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like.

Romans 12 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world but let
God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.
Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and
pleasing and perfect.

Ephesians 4 17 With the Lord’s authority I say this: Live no longer as
the Gentiles do, for they are hopelessly confused. 18 Their minds are full
of darkness; they wander far from the life God gives because they have
closed their minds and hardened their hearts against him.

Numbers 23 19 God is not a man, so he does not lie. He is not human,
so he does not change his mind. Has he ever spoken and failed to
act? Has he ever promised and not carried it through?

Joshua 21 43 So the LORD gave to Israel all the land he had sworn to
give their ancestors, and they took possession of it and settled there. 44
And the LORD gave them rest on every side, just as he had solemnly
promised their ancestors. None of their enemies could stand against
them, for the LORD helped them conquer all their enemies. 45 Not a
single one of all the good promises the LORD had given to the family of
Israel was left unfulfilled; everything he had spoken came true.

2 Corinthians 1 20 For all of God’s promises have been fulfilled in
Christ with a resounding “Yes!” And through Christ, our “Amen” (which
means “Yes”) ascends to God for his glory. 21 It is God who enables us,
along with you, to stand firm for Christ. He has commissioned

us, 22 and he has identified us as his own by placing the Holy Spirit in



our hearts as the first installment that guarantees everything, he has
promised us.

Action Steps

* Have you made a Commitment to God by receiving Jesus Christ as
your personal Savior?

* Have you taken the Next Step in your transformation by being
Baptized in your faith? (Jan 4!)

* What transformational revelation has God revealed to you about
the changes He wants to make in you?

* Will you surrender to Him, Trust Him, and continue your
relationship with Him in FULL Obedience?



