Sermon Notes
October 12, 2025 — Blessing 20

Matthew 23 1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The
teachers of religious law and the Pharisees are the official interpreters of
the law of Moses. 3 So practice and obey whatever they tell you, but
don’t follow their example. For they don’t practice what they teach. 4
They crush people with unbearable religious demands and never lift a
finger to ease the burden. 5 “Everything they do is for show. On their
arms they wear extra wide prayer boxes with Scripture verses inside, and
they wear robes with extra-long tassels. 6 And they love to sit at the head
table at banquets and in the seats of honor in the synagogues. 7 They

love to receive respectful greetings as they walk in the marketplaces, and
to be called ‘Rabbi.’

25 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees.
Hypocrites! For you are so careful to clean the outside of the cup and the
dish, but inside you are filthy—full of greed and self-indulgence! 26 You
blind Pharisee! First wash the inside of the cup and the dish, and then the
outside will become clean, too. 27 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of
religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are like
whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the outside but filled on the inside
with dead people’s bones and all sorts of impurity. 28 Outwardly you
look like righteous people, but inwardly your hearts are filled with
hypocrisy and lawlessness.

1 Samuel 16 1 Now the LORD said to Samuel, “You have mourned long
enough for Saul. I have rejected him as king of Israel, so fill your flask
with olive oil and go to Bethlehem. Find a man named Jesse who lives
there, for I have selected one of his sons to be my king.” 2 But Samuel
asked, “How can I do that? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” “Take
a heifer with you,” the LORD replied, “and say that you have come to
make a sacrifice to the LORD. 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will
show you which of his sons to anoint for me.” 4 So Samuel did as

the LORD instructed. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the
town came trembling to meet him. “What’s wrong?”’ they asked. “Do



you come in peace?” 5 “Yes,” Samuel replied. “I have come to sacrifice
to the LORD. Purify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then
Samuel performed the purification rite for Jesse and his sons and invited
them to the sacrifice, too. 6 When they arrived, Samuel took one look at
Eliab and thought, “Surely this is the LORD’s anointed!” 7 But

the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I
have rejected him. The LORD doesn’t see things the way you see them.
People judge by outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

11 Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still
the youngest,” Jesse replied. “But he’s out in the fields watching the
sheep and goats.” “Send for him at once,” Samuel said. “We will not sit
down to eat until he arrives.” 12 So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and
handsome, with beautiful eyes. And the LORD said, “This is the one;
anoint him.” 13 So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel
took the flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed David with the
oil. And the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David from that
day on. Then Samuel returned to Ramabh.

John 15 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot
produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful
unless you remain in me. 5 “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches.
Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Anyone who does not remain in me
is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are
gathered into a pile to be burned.

Action Steps

* Are you trying to wear a label to find your self-worth? Jesus is all
you need



