Sermon Notes
September 7, 2025

Luke 22 31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift each of you like
wheat. 32 But I have pleaded in prayer for you, Simon, that your faith
should not fail. So, when you have repented and turned to me again,
strengthen your brothers.” 33 Peter said, “Lord, I am ready to go to
prison with you, and even to die with you.”

Matthew 6 9 Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be
kept holy. 10 May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on
earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today the food we need, 12 and
forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us.

13 And don’t let us yield to temptation, but rescue us from the evil one.

52 Then Jesus spoke to the leading priests, the captains of the Temple
guard, and the elders who had come for him. “Am I some dangerous
revolutionary,” he asked, “that you come with swords and clubs to arrest
me? 53 Why didn’t you arrest me in the Temple? I was there every day.
But this is your moment, the time when the power of darkness reigns.”
54 So they arrested him and led him to the high priest’s home. And Peter
followed at a distance. 55 The guards lit a fire in the middle of the
courtyard and sat around it, and Peter joined them there. 56 A servant
girl noticed him in the firelight and began staring at him. Finally, she
said, “This man was one of Jesus’ followers!”’57 But Peter denied it.
“Woman,” he said, “I don’t even know him!” 58 After a while someone
else looked at him and said, “You must be one of them!” “No, man, I’'m
not!” Peter retorted. 59 About an hour later someone else insisted, “This
must be one of them, because he is a Galilean, too.” 60 But Peter said,
“Man, I don’t know what you are talking about.” And immediately,
while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 At that moment the



Lord turned and looked at Peter. Suddenly, the Lord’s words flashed
through Peter’s mind: “Before the rooster crows tomorrow morning, you
will deny three times that you even know me.” 62 And Peter left the
courtyard, weeping bitterly.

Romans 7 18 And I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my
sinful nature. I want to do what is right, but I can’t. 19 [ want to do what
is good, but I don’t. I don’t want to do what is wrong, but I do it
anyway. 20 But if I do what I don’t want to do, I am not really the one
doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it. 21 I have discovered this
principle of life—that when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do
what is wrong. 22 I love God’s law with all my heart. 23 But there is
another power within me that is at war with my mind. This power makes
me a slave to the sin that is still within me. 24 Oh, what a miserable
person I am! Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin
and death? 25 Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord. So
you see how it is: In my mind I really want to obey God’s law, but
because of my sinful nature I am a slave to sin.

Romans 8 1 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to
Christ Jesus. 2 And because you belong to him, the power of the life-
giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death. 3
The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our
sinful nature. So, God did what the law could not do. He sent his own
Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in that body God
declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice
for our sins. 4 He did this so that the just requirement of the law would
be fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but
instead follow the Spirit. 5 Those who are dominated by the sinful nature
think about sinful things, but those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit
think about things that please the Spirit. 6 So letting your sinful nature
control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind
leads to life and peace. 7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It
never did obey God’s laws, and it never will. 8 That’s why those who are
still under the control of their sinful nature can never please God. 9 But
you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the



Spirit if you have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that
those who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong
to him at all.)

Acts 4 5 The next day the council of all the rulers and elders and
teachers of religious law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was
there, along with Caiaphas, John, Alexander, and other relatives of the
high priest. 7 They brought in the two disciples and demanded, “By
what power, or in whose name, have you done this?” 8 Then Peter, filled
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of our

people, 9 are we being questioned today because we’ve done a good
deed for a crippled man? Do you want to know how he was

healed? 10 Let me clearly state to all of you and to all the people of
Israel that he was healed by the powerful name of Jesus Christ the
Nazarene, the man you crucified but whom God raised from the

dead. 11 For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says,
“The stone that you builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.’
12 There 1s salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under
heaven by which we must be saved.” 13 The members of the council
were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they
could see that they were ordinary men with no special training in the
Scriptures. They also recognized them as men who had been with Jesus.

Action Steps
* Have you turned to Jesus yet?

* Have you turned from Jesus and are you ready to turn back to
Jesus?

* Are you ready to stop living in your flesh (Romans 7) wrestling
with defeat and losing and are you ready to allow the Holy Spirit to
take control of your life and provide for victorious living (Romans
8)?



