
Sermon Notes 
August 3, 2025 

Jesus said: John 14 15 “If you love me, obey my commandments. 

Matthew 28 18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all 
authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I 
have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” 

Mark 11 25 But when you are praying, first forgive anyone you are 
holding a grudge against, so that your Father in heaven will forgive your 
sins, too. 

Matthew 5 43 “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your 
neighbor’ and hate your enemy. (“and hate your enemy” God did not say 
that at all, but this was an addition by teachers) 

Leviticus 19 18 “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against a fellow 
Israelite, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD. 19 “You 
must obey all my decrees. 

Matthew 5 43 “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your 
neighbor’ and hate your enemy.44 But I say, love your enemies! Pray for 
those who persecute you! 45 In that way, you will be acting as true 
children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the 
evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike. 46 If 
you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even 
corrupt tax collectors do that much. 47 If you are kind only to your 



friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even pagans do 
that. 48 But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is 
perfect. 

Matthew 6 1 “Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be 
admired by others, for you will lose the reward from your Father in 
heaven. 2 When you give to someone in need, don’t do as the hypocrites 
do—blowing trumpets in the synagogues and streets to call attention to 
their acts of charity! I tell you the truth, they have received all the 
reward they will ever get. 3 But when you give to someone in need, 
don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing. 4 Give your 
gifts in private, and your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 

Matthew 6 5 “When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to 
pray publicly on street corners and in the synagogues where everyone 
can see them. I tell you the truth, that is all the reward they will ever 
get. 6 But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind 
you, and pray to your Father in private. Then your Father, who sees 
everything, will reward you. 7 “When you pray, don’t babble on and on 
as the Gentiles do. They think their prayers are answered merely by 
repeating their words again and again. 8 Don’t be like them, for your 
Father knows exactly what you need even before you ask him!  

Matthew 6 16 “And when you fast, don’t make it obvious, as the 
hypocrites do, for they try to look miserable and disheveled so people 
will admire them for their fasting. I tell you the truth, that is the only 
reward they will ever get. 17 But when you fast, comb your hair and 
wash your face. 18 Then no one will notice that you are fasting, except 
your Father, who knows what you do in private. And your Father, who 
sees everything, will reward you. 19 “Don’t store up treasures here on 
earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves 
break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and 
rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 21 Wherever 
your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. 



Matthew 20 25 But Jesus called them together and said, “You know that 
the rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their 
authority over those under them. 26 But among you it will be different. 
Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, 27 and 
whoever wants to be first among you must become your slave. 28 For 
even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Action Steps 
• How are you doing on the forgiving, praying, and blessing those 

who USED to be on your list? 
• How are you doing living in the Truth that Jesus has called us to 

live in being a Disciple of Christ? 
• Where is your stewardship focus - Is your portfolio in heaven 

growing or do you still need to open an account? 
• How will you adjust what you do to serve those God has placed 

around you?


