
We are Not a perfect Church 
We are Not a Perfect People 

We are here because we Know we need God’s Help 
We know He has provided that help through Jesus Christ 

￼  

Sermon Notes 

Mark 2 13 Then Jesus went out to the lakeshore again and taught the 
crowds that were coming to him. 14 As he walked along, he saw Levi 
son of Alphaeus sitting at his tax collector’s booth. “Follow me and be 
my disciple,” Jesus said to him. So Levi got up and followed him. 15 
Later, Levi invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, 
along with many tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. (There 
were many people of this kind among Jesus’ followers.) 16 But when the 
teachers of religious law who were Pharisees saw him eating with tax 
collectors and other sinners, they asked his disciples, “Why does he eat 
with such scum?” 17 When Jesus heard this, he told them, “Healthy 
people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have come to call not 
those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are 
sinners.” 

Luke 18 9 Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence 
in their own righteousness and scorned everyone else: 10 “Two men 
went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a 
despised tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this 
prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that I am not like other people—cheaters, 
sinners, adulterers. I’m certainly not like that tax collector! 12 I fast 
twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my income.’ 



13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his 
eyes to heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, 
‘O God, be merciful to me, for I am a sinner.’ 14 I tell you, this sinner, 
not the Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For those who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves 
will be exalted.” 

2 Corinthians 5 11 Because we understand our fearful responsibility to 
the Lord, we work hard to persuade others. God knows we are sincere, 
and I hope you know this, too. 12 Are we commending ourselves to you 
again? No, we are giving you a reason to be proud of us, so you can 
answer those who brag about having a spectacular ministry rather than 
having a sincere heart. 13 If it seems we are crazy, it is to bring glory to 
God. And if we are in our right minds, it is for your benefit. 14 Either 
way, Christ’s love controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for all, 
we also believe that we have all died to our old life. 15 He died for 
everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for 
themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised 
for them. 16 So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point 
of view. At one time we thought of Christ merely from a human point of 
view. How differently we know him now! 17 This means that anyone 
who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a 
new life has begun! 

Romans 6 1 Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show 
us more and more of his wonderful grace? 2 Of course not! Since we 
have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it? 3 Or have you 
forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we 
joined him in his death? 4 For we died and were buried with Christ by 
baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious 
power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. 

Romans 6 15 Well then, since God’s grace has set us free from the law, 
does that mean we can go on sinning? Of course not! 16 Don’t you 



realize that you become the slave of whatever you choose to obey? You 
can be a slave to sin, which leads to death, or you can choose to obey 
God, which leads to righteous living. 17 Thank God! Once you were 
slaves of sin, but now you wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have 
given you. 18 Now you are free from your slavery to sin, and you have 
become slaves to righteous living. 

Action Steps 
• If you do not know Jesus as your Savior – you are lost and going to 

hell – you must confess your sin and accept His sacrifice on the 
cross for you – believe on Him and be saved! 

• Are you living an obedient life to Christ? Are you living contrary 
to what the Bible says? Surrender – Trust – Obey! 

• If you have received forgiveness and you have been made NEW – 
start identifying as a SAVED child of God! No more giving sin 
reign over my life – let’s give Jesus the proper place on the throne 
of our lives and identify as His blood bought family!


