Luke 2 1 At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus,
decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman
Empire. 2 (This was the first census taken when Quirinius
was governor of Syria.) 3 All returned to their own ancestral
towns to register for this census. 4 And because Joseph was a
descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in
Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the
village of Nazareth 1n Galilee. 5 He took with him Mary, to
whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child.

6 And while they were there, the time came for her baby to
be born. 7 She gave birth to her firstborn son.




She wrapped him snugly 1n strips of cloth and laid him 1n a
manger, because there was no lodging available for them.

8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields
nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel
of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the
Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, 10 but the
angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you
good news that will bring great joy to all people. 11 The
Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today 1n
Bethlehem, the city of David! 12 And you will recognize him
by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly 1n strips of



cloth, lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly, the angel was joined
by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—praising God
and saying, 14 “Glory to God 1n highest heaven, and peace
on earth to those with whom God 1s pleased.” 15 When the
angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each
other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16 They
hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there
was the baby, lying in the manger. 17 After seeing him, the
shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the
angel had said to them about this child. 18 All who heard the
shepherds’ storv were astonished.



John 14 27 “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind
and heart. And the peace I give 1s a giit the world cannot
give. So don’t be troubled or afraid. 28 Remember what I
told you: I am going away, but I will come back to you again.
If you really loved me, you would be happy that I am going
to the Father, who 1s greater than I am. 29 I have told you
these things before they happen so that when they do happen,
you will believe. 30 “I don’t have much more time to talk to
you, because the ruler of this world approaches. He has no
power over me,...




Philippians 4 6 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray
about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for
all he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace,
which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will
guard your hearts and minds as you live 1n Christ Jesus.

8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix
your thoughts on what 1s true, and honorable, and right, and
pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are
excellent and worthy of praise.




Galatians S 22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit
in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There 1s no law
against these things!




Action Steps

* If you don’t know Jesus Christ as your Savior — you will
not have Peace 1n your soul until you do

* Christian: If you are not experiencing peace in your life
today —

1. Scripture says, you need pray and tell God what you need.: ask
the Holy Spirit to 1dentify the source of your unrest, fears,
worries, anxieties

2. Next: Ask for healing/forgiveness and begin to exercise faith in
that area of your mind/heart/life




3. Thank Him for all He has done — look back — He has done Great
things for you (forgiveness of your sins, etc.)

4. The door has NOW been opened for the Holy Spirit to bring
about the Peace Jesus promised

5. You will be tempted not to trust in the Peace promised; this 1s
why we are told to fix our thoughts on: what 1s True, Honorable,
Right, Pure, Lovely, Admirable, Excellent, Worthy of Praise!

* Everyone hearing this message should be experiencing
peace — It 1s the Promise of Jesus



